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proposal loomed up before his angry vision, like some hideous
monster which had been fashioned by collecting and com-
bining every doctrine and every principle he hated most in
the world.    Even Montesquieu, after seeing at work all the
civil embarrassments that were prompted by spiritual interests,
had laid it down that a magistrate should not admit a new
religion.    Burke who sixteen years before the Notables had
been   summoned  had said that infidels were never to be
tolerated, and who soon learnt to call every Frenchman who
was not in arms against his own country an atheist, found
himself invited to give quarter to a sect whose religion he
hated, and whose politics he dreaded, in the name of a prin-
ciple  he had consistently denied, and in the heyday of a
Revolution, whose climax he believed  to be anarchy, and
whose origin he believed to be a blasphemous unbelief.     All
the horrors   of new doctrines  in  theology  and  in politics
danced   before him like lesser demons   of the  Revolution.
He  proudly  replied  to  Fox's  appeal   for  toleration   that
Parliament had never declared itself on toleration or per-
secution, it had decided each particular application of relief
on the actual circumstances of the case, and in this^instance
the circumstances made it madness to grant the claim of a
dangerous and seditious sect.    Fox made a fine and im-
passioned defence of complete toleration, but he was beaten
by  142 to 63 votes, and the legal toleration of Unitarians
was only established twenty years later.
The other great agitation in which Fox played a leading
part raised a different issue. By the Toleration Act and
the Protestant Dissenters Relief Act the recognised Non-
conformist bodies had won freedom of worship and organisa-
tion. The Test and Corporation Acts excluded them from
certain civil employments. On paper these disabilities
stretched right through the public life of the country out-
side Parliament. A Nonconformist who refused to take the
Anglican sacrament could not hold any office under the
Crown, a commission in the army or navy, a civil office or
seat in a corporation, nor could he take part in the direc-